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John’s grandparents and unmarried uncle lived at 160 Gover street which is on the northern side of 

Gover street several houses west of Tower Street. John lived with his parents there from birth (1945) 

until about age 6. The house adjoins no 158 and both were built prior to 1880. Tom and Mary Hanley 

and their three children lived next door in 158.  He remembers damp going up the walls in winter 

and the toilet was out the back. He also remembers the iceman coming to deliver ice before there 

were refrigerators. The house had an enormous Norfolk Island palm in the front yard which is hard 

to believe as the yard is very small. 

He remembers Gover street as being leafy green and shaded. The streets were quieter and kids used 

to play in the streets and in the Park Lands. There was more freedom then, kids could go and play as 

long as they were home by tea time. John’s parents did call the police once though because they 

couldn’t find him but it turned out he was only a couple of streets away. Another time he was 

playing on the grassy top of the water storage reservoir in O’Connell Street when a man came along 

and yelled at him to get off. On another occasion he got into trouble for riding his 3 wheeler on the 

tram tracks! 

He went to St Dominic’s preschool and grade one before he and his parents moved to Blair Athol and 

their own home. His family had lived with the grandparents during those years to help them save for 

a home. 

His grandparents however never owned a home, they always rented. They lived at no 160 between 

1944 and 1953. They moved houses quite a lot and cost being a factor in this. Subsequently from 

1954 until 1967 Mrs Paynter lived at 25 Beviss Street which runs off Gover Street towards the 

LeFevre Terrace end. 

 
1 It was John’s generation that changed the spelling back to Painter. 



His grandmother’s name was Lulu Bertha Ruth Paynter (nee Tester). She came from a big family and 

grew up at Clarendon. Her father was a farmer. Lulu had two sisters who had a café and then a hat 

shop in O’Connell Street. 

On the former LeCornu’s site there used to be a Billiards Hall (single story) and Dunstan’s butcher 

shop. There was Lean’s butcher shop in Archer Street towards Wellington Square. Rick Hosking 

motors was where the Old Colonial Inn is now. Next to the Royal Oak Hotel was a grocers shop run 

by the Cholmondeley sisters but they and everyone else called it Chumley grocers. Trewin’s petrol 

station which sold many different brands was on the north-west corner of Gover and O’Connell 

streets. The Lombard Gallery was immediately north of the service station and adjacent to Lombard 

St. It has since moved to Norwood.  

The Caltex service station on O’Connell Street used to be an Ampol service station. Caltex 

demolished the old service station and built a new one. Before the Ampol station there used to be a 

single story row of shops and Mr Palino had an ice and wood yard.  

In Gover Street the shop now a designer’s studio used to be Hoskins hairdresser’s shop. The Hoskins 

family lived across from it.  

For a short time a man who turned out to be a multiple murderer rented a room in the two storey 

house at 179 Gover Street. His name was Joan Balaban, an industrial chemist, a post war immigrant 

from Rumania. Altogether he was responsible for six murders, a Yugoslav woman in December 1952, 

his wife, mother-in-law and stepson in their home above the Sunshine café in Gouger Street on the 

night of 3 April 1953 and while being interviewed by police he confessed to strangling a woman in 

France in 1948 before he emigrated. Psychiatrists at his trial differed in their view of his mental state 

but both agreed he wasn’t insane. He was sentenced to death and the sentence was carried out very 

soon after the conclusion of his trial in August 1953. 
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