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Working Class Boy  
Jimmy Barnes  

Jimmy Barnes writes his first 

memoir of his early life –     

following his journey growing 

up as James Swan in Glasgow, 

Scotland, to his family’s        

migration to the northern   

suburbs of Adelaide in the 

summer of 1962. Working Class Boy is a powerful, 

heart-wrenching account of Jimmy Barnes’        

tumultuous childhood, and the destructive        

influences on his upbringing—alcoholism,          

domestic violence, drug abuse and poverty. Jimmy 

Barnes writes with raw honesty, resulting in an 

intense and deeply moving read. 

Victory at Villers-Bretonneux  

Peter Fitzsimons  

Peter Fitzsimons is renowned 

not only for his work in radio 

and journalism, but his       

chronicles on the subjects of 

military and war, such as  his 

popular non-fiction titles       

Kokoda and Gallipoli. Victory at 

Villers-Bretonneux takes place in 1918,                

approaching the end of World War I. On the   

morning of March 21, the Germans launched the 

Kaiserschlacht—striking a battle against allied lines 

with the intention of hurtling towards the        

township of Villers-Bretonneux. The Australians 

were called upon to save the town, and              

subsequently, the battle itself. This is an important 

historical read for all generations of Australians.  
Fight Like A Girl: Raise Voices. 

Raise Courage. Raise the Flag.  

Clementine Ford  

Fight Like A Girl is the debut 

work of feminist writer     

Clementine Ford. Renowned 

for her dedicated activism for 

women’s rights she exposes 

the extensive inequalities that 

women are subject to, in a world dominated by 

patriarchy. Ford writes passionately and fearlessly, 

laying bare her experiences with eating disorders, 

anxiety and abortions. Overall, Fight Like A Girl is 

compelling, pushing for all to seek and fight for 

real, genuine equality. 

Thank you to our work experience     

student, Ella, for researching and 

writing this readers’ advisory    

brochure. 
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The Boy Behind the Curtain 

 Tim Winton 

Well known for novels such as 

Cloudstreet and The Riders, Tim 

Winton’s The Boy Behind the 

Curtain offers the reader an 

intimate  insight into not only 

the author’s life, but also his 

literary creativity. Written as a           

selection of  autobiographical stories and essays, 

The Boy Behind the Curtain delves into the life  

experiences and themes that have served as     

inspiration for the work Tim Winton has produced.  

True Girt: The Unauthorised 

History of Australia 

David Hunt 

True Girt is David Hunt’s       

sequel to the best-selling Girt. 

As serious as it is humorous, 

True Girt gives the reader a 

detailed  account of Australian 

history—told with humour, 

sarcasm and interesting, quirky footnotes. This    

second volume explores the convict era, the gold 

rushes, bushranging and the settlement of         

Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia and 

Queensland. Along the way we are introduced to  

individuals such as Thomas Davey, the inventor of 

the Blow My Skull cocktail, and William Nicholson, 

a Melbourne hipster who introduced Australia to 

the steam-powered coffee roaster. 

Truly, Madly, Guilty 

Liane Moriarty  

Liane Moriarty is a best-selling 

Australian author, with her 

novels The Husband’s Secret, 

Big Little Lies and Truly,     

Madly, Guilty achieving      

international acclaim as   

number 1 New York Times 

bestsellers. Truly, Madly, Guilty tells the story of 

two families – six adults, three children and one 

dog – and the events of a barbeque one weekend. 

Moriarty exposes themes of adulthood such as 

friendship, parenthood, sex and marriage, as well 

as the power and consequences of guilt and lies 

within relationships. 

The Dry  

Jane Harper  

Set in a rural community   

suffering under drought in     

Victoria, The Dry is the story of 

an apparent murder-suicide 

within the town of  Kiewarra. A 

local farmer took the lives of his 

wife and child before turning 

the gun on himself. However, not all is as it seems 

to police officer Aaron Falk who  returns to his 

home town for the funeral, and consequently to 

investigate the deaths. A work of gradual,          

psychological suspense, The Dry is one book you 

won’t be able to put down. 

The Hate Race 

Maxine Beneba Clarke  

Growing up in Australia in the 

‘80s and ‘90s, Maxine Beneba 

Clarke shared similar interests 

to other girls her age – the 

Degrassi Junior High TV series, 

Babysitters Club books, Luke 

Perry. Despite this, Clarke was 

denied a childhood of privilege and innocence, 

purely because of her race. The Hate Race         

provides a powerful insight into the impacts of 

racism—from overt hatred through to well-

meaning ignorance. An important read at a critical 

time for all Australians. 

The Good People  

Hannah Kent  

The Good People is the           

second novel written by        

Adelaide-born Hannah Kent, 

known for her award-winning 

debut Burial Rites. Set in      

pre-famine rural Ireland, Nóra 

Leahy finds herself responsible 

for her orphaned grandson. The boy does not walk 

or talk—a changeling, interfered with by other-

worldly spirits and bound to bring grievance to the 

town. Together Nóra and her servant girl seek out 

the village’s wise woman, the only one who can 

converse with ’the Good People’. 

 


