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Picture Books 
The Strange Library* 

Haruki Murakami 

In this fully illustrated novella by the        

popular literary author, a young man visits 

his local library and finds himself in a       

sinister and surreal world from which he 

struggles to escape. Most of the illustrations 

and artwork in the recent translation which 

accompany the story come from old books 

which were found in the London Library. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Tales from Outer Suburbia* 

Shaun Tan 

From the creator of The Lost Thing, The Red 

Tree and The Arrival is a series of fifteen 

magical and mysterious short stories which 

emerge from their hiding spots behind    

suburban walls. Tales from Outer Suburbia is 

both a portrait of suburban life and an    

exploration of the strangeness of existence.  

Graphic 
Novels 

 Try something new and  borrow 

a graphic novel from the range 

at the Mitcham Library Service! 

At first glance, some graphic novels may appear 

dense and difficult to read. We’ve used a star 

rating system to help you navigate their  level: 

* Clear text and art work, easy to read. 

** More complex imagery but not hard to read. 

*** Dense graphics and text. For committed 

readers. 

Classics  
Batman: The Dark Knight Returns** 

Frank Miller 

The Dark Knight Returns is the iconic comic 

which inspired the most recent Batman films. 

Ten years after retiring, Gotham City has sunk 

deeper into chaos, prompting Bruce Wayne to 

return to Batman’s full glory. After meeting his 

two mortal enemies for the final time, Batman 

finds himself facing off with his former ally    

Superman, in a fight which only one can survive.  

The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen*** 

Alan Moore 

At the close of the 19th century, London is in a 

period of chaos. To encourage order, a group  

with incredible intelligence and physical ability 

is brought together. 5 legendary characters 

from literature—Doctor Jekyll/Mr Hyde, Hawley   

Griffin, Allan Quartermain, Mina Murray-Harker 

and Captain Nemo—unite to form the League of 

Extraordinary Gentlemen. Other well known 

works by Alan Moore include V for Vendetta 

and Watchmen. 

 
 



Comic Strips 
Hark! A Vagrant* 

Kate Beaton 

From revolutionaries to hipsters and Hamlet to 

Batman, Beaton’s graphic novel is a selection of 

comics that whisks you through centuries of     

history and culture with a sharp and                   

contemporary wit. Her collection is accompanied 

by some commentary on the subject matter and 

was created from her regular Hark! A Vagrant 

comic strip  in The New Yorker. 
 

Art Out of Time* 

Dan Nadel 

This series of comics are drawn from unknown 

comic visionaries from 1900-1969, before comics 

or graphic novels became part of a larger,        

mainstream market. Nadel draws from over thirty 

different comics through themes of exploration,  

slapstick, art and illustration, text and style. 
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Nimona** 

Noelle Stevenson 

Starting off as an art project and published as a 

book in 2015, this graphic novel dragons, science 

and fierce rivalries combine to create a hearty and 

humorous tale. Nimona is a strong-headed young 

shapeshifter, sidekick to the supervillain Lord    

Ballister Blackheart. Together they set out to 

prove the heroes of the story are not quite as he-

roic as everybody thinks.  

Art and Literature 

The Complete Maus: A Survivor’s Tale*** 

Art Spiegelman 

Maus is Vladek Spiegelman’s story of WWII, a Polish 

Jew and the author’s father. In Spiegelman’s world 

the Americans are represented by dogs, the         

Germans by cats and the Jews by mice. The story of 

Maus is told in parallel to Art’s experience of       

visiting his father to record his story. Maus is the 

only graphic novel to have won the Pulitzer Prize. 
 

Zero*** 

Ales Kot 
Agent Zero is a spy and an assassin who had worked 

for the same agency his whole life, until one day he 

realises he may have been working for the wrong 

side.  Every chapter in  Zero is illustrated by a      

different artist, chosen to best reflect the scene. 

The violent nature of the plot makes Zero a brutal 

graphic novel. It is not for the faint hearted.  
 

Through the Woods* 

Emily Carroll 

Through the woods is a series of five short comic 

horror stories including His Face All Red, Carroll’s 

hugely popular web-comic which had a very strong         

following as it was released online. Carroll’s plots 

are eerie and sinister, accompanied by rich  but 

haunting illustrations and hand lettering. 

Identity and Memoir 
Everything is Teeth * 

Evie Wyld 

Everything is Teeth is a graphic memoir of the 

award winning author’s childhood, illustrated by 

Joe Summer. From an early age, Evie developed a 

fear of sharks and their presence looms in her 

mind as she grows and learns about the world at 

large and, in particular, about her parents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Calling Dr. Laura** 

Nicole Georges 

From a young age Nicole Georges’ family lead her 

to believe that her father was dead.  By the age of 

23, and with the help of a psychic, she learned that 

he was not. Calling Dr. Laura is partly a coming of 

age story and partly a coming out  story, all in the 

midst of the massive realisation that she was 

brought up within a web of lies.   

 

Exit Wounds* 

Rutu Modan 

Rutu Modan is an award winning Israeli artist and 

illustrator. Her debut graphic novel is set in      

modern day Tel Aviv where a young man, Koby, 

receives news that his estranged father may have 

been the victim of a suicide bombing. As Koby tries 

to piece together his father’s death he finds       

himself discovering more about his own identity. 


