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Villain  

Shuichi  Yoshida (Japan) 

In this noir novel a young professional    

woman is found dead in an eerie part of   

Japan known for its long criminal history. As 

her suspected killer evades the authorities 

the story moves back and forward in time to 

reveal the murder and its aftermath,          

uncovering the lives of both the victim and 

suspect who are not all they appear to be. 
 

The White Tiger  

Aravind Adiga (India/Australia) 

As he writes to the president of China on    

issues of religion, caste, morals and            

corruption in  modern India, Balram Halwai 

reflects on his life. From a poor village boy 

whose ambitions lead him to Delhi and then 

Bangalore, he made his immense fortune 

through sinister means. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sympathizer 

Viet Thanh Nguyen (Vietnam/US) 

This debut novel won the 2016 Pulitzer Prize 

for Fiction. Set across the USA and Vietnam it 

is the story of a refugee turned spy torn    

between his beliefs and his loyalties.          

Beginning with an action-packed account of 

the fall of Saigon and moving to an account 

of life in America this novel offers a very 

different perspective on the Vietnam war. 

Authors to look out for 

 Benyamin (India/Bahrain) 

 Tan Twan Eng (Malaysia) 

 Bi Feiyu (China) 

 Amitav Ghosh (India) 

 Anjali Joseph (India/UK) 

 Natsuo Kirino (Japan) 

 Jhumpa Lahiri (India/US) 

 Haruki Murakami (Japan) 

 Anchee Min (China/USA) 

 Celeste Ng (China/US) 

 Arundhati Roy (India) 

 Vikram Seth (India) 

 Miguel Syjuco (Philippines) 

 Aatish Taseer (India/US) 

 Banana Yoshimoto (Japan) 

Modern  

Asian Fiction  



The Guest Cat 

Takashi Hiraide (Japan) 

In this novel by an award winning poet, a 

young couple of freelance editors live and 

work at their home in a quiet part of Tokyo. 

After some time of having less and less to say 

to each other, a neighbour’s cat starts to visit 

them and they begin to find small surprises 

and pleasures in their lives again.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Look after Mother  

Shin Kyung-sook  (Korea) 

Please Look after Mother is a family’s search 

for their mother who goes missing at the 

central train station in Seoul while travelling 

to visit her now grown children. As they 

search for her in the streets of the busy inner 

city they recount memories and stories of   

So-nyo’s life, finding her in more meaningful 

ways than expected. 
 

The Accidental Apprentice 

Vikas Swarrup (India) 

Sapna works in an electronics shop in    

Downtown Delhi to support her family. One 

day she is approached by a wealthy CEO who 

wishes to make Sapna his heiress, if only she 

can complete the seven challenges he sets 

before her. Swarup is the author of Q&A, the 

book behind Slumdog Millionaire.  

The Lives of Others 

Neel Mukherjee (India) 

The elderly Ghosh parents live at the top of a 

6 storey home, each floor housing a beloved 

child, their partners and children. Despite 

deep kinship between many floors, the    

family home is in danger as imploding      

businesses, poisonous rivalries and political 

differences rock the relationships within the 

house, unbeknownst to the parents above.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Crazy Rich Asians  

Kevin Kwan (Singapore/US) 

Crazy Rich Asians satirises the glamorous 

lives of the families of old and new money in 

Singapore and China. These lives are filled 

with luxurious apartments, expensive jewels 

and complicated relationships. Rumours and 

gossip abound as the younger generations 

try to make a life for themselves under the 

watchful eyes of their elders.   
 

Five Star Billionaire 

Tash Aw (Malaysia) 

Phoebe, Gary, Justin and Yinghui have all  

recently arrived in a Shanghai full of           

possibility. They are keen to make a name for 

themselves by various means, from business 

woman to pop star. Playing a fateful hand in 

all their lives is Walter Chao, the Five Star  

Billionaire, a gleaming icon of ‘New China’ . 

Human Acts 

Han Kang (Korea) 

In the wake of the Gwanju uprising in South 

Korea a boy searches for the corpse of his 

friend. At the same time the friend’s         

consciousness searches for his lost body. 

These two narrators speak over 30 years, 

examining the power of remembrance in the 

face of censorship and brutality.  
 

Questions of Travel 

Michelle De Kretser (Sri Lanka/Australia) 

De Kretser simultaneously tells the stories of 

two travellers over 40 years—Ravi, a Sri 

Lankan boy and Laura, an Australian girl. 

Laura travels as a tourist while Ravi is left 

roaming after being forced to flee his home. 

While the two only meet for a fleeting       

moment their stories entwine throughout 

the novel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Joy Luck Club 

Amy Tan (China/US) 

Beginning in 1949 this is the story of four  

Chinese migrant women in San Francisco 

who form the Joy Luck Club. The club is a way 

for them to feel connected to home as     

generations of their families come together 

to play mah-jong, eat and share stories. Over 

the years the families become more en-

twined and the relationships all the more              

complicated and tumultuous. 


